Epidemiological and clinical findings in viral hepatitis.
An HBsAg prevalence of 17.27% was found in 480 young adult viral hepatitis (VH) patients from semi-closed communities. The evolution of HBsAg positive VH had a seasonal aspect, resembling that of serologically negative forms. Analyzed according to the moment when the communities were set up, HBsAg-negative VH morbidity had a biphasic pattern, suggesting the occurrence of two distinct viral etiologies. The length of the stationary phase, the prevalence of protracted clinical forms, that high frequency of relapses and of the need for corticotherapy point to the increased severity of HBsAg positive VH.